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1
FITTING ASSEMBLY HAVING SEPARATE
SEAL AND BARB ARRANGEMENT FOR
ENGAGING A FLEXIBLE PIPE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This is a Continuation-in-part of PCT/IB2011/053545,
filed 9 Aug. 2011 and published as WO 2012/020372A1,
which claims priority to U.S. Provisional patent application
No. 61/372,097, filed 10 Aug. 2010. The contents of the
aforementioned applications are incorporated by reference in
their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments of the invention relate to a fitting assembly
for attachment to an open end of a flexible pipe.

BACKGROUND

Fitting assemblies for flexible pipe systems such as those
used in an irrigation system can be designed to connect to an
open end of a pipe. Such fittings may be used for example to
couple between two pipe sections or between a pipe section
and an irrigation element, or to block or restrict the exit of
fluid from an open end of a pipe section. A fitting assembly
may engage locations inside and outside of the pipe in order
to secure itself to the open end of the pipe and at these
locations the pipe wall may be deformed.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,601,317 describes a fitting with barbs on its
outer side that is received in a hose and a clamp that is
circumferentially mounted on the hose and preferably posi-
tioned over at least two of the barbs.

SUMMARY

The following embodiments and aspects thereof are
described and illustrated in conjunction with systems, tools
and methods which are meant to be exemplary and illustra-
tive, not limiting in scope.

In an embodiment there is provided a fitting assembly for
attachment to an open rear end of a pipe, the fitting assembly
comprising a nipple and a clamp. The pipe is fitted with its
open end facing axially rearwardly over the nipple and the
clamp is adapted to fit over the pipe where the pipe fits over
the nipple. The nipple comprises a seal and a barb arrange-
ment that is located rear to the seal, the seal and the barb
arrangement being adapted to contact an inner face of the pipe
and the clamp having an axial extension that is sized to overlie
the barb arrangement and the seal so that the clamp can be
tightened to press the pipe against the barb arrangement and
the seal.

Optionally, the fitting comprises a stop located rear to the
barb arrangement, and the pipe when being fitted over the
nipple can be urged rearwardly up to a terminal position
where its rear end is at the stop.

Optionally, the axial extension of the clamp is sized to
overlie the seal and the barb arrangement when the clamp is
fitted to the pipe and nipple with its rear end at the stop.

Optionally, the nipple comprises a rim located forward to
the seal and the pipe when fitted on the nipple forms a bulge
where it is seated on the rim, and the axial extension of the
clamp is also sized to overlie the seal and the barb arrange-
ment when the clamp is fitted to the pipe and nipple with its
forward end at the bulge.
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Optionally, the barb arrangement comprises a forward seg-
ment that engages the pipe and that forward segment has an
axial distance to the stop that is smaller than its axial distance
to the seal.

Optionally, the barb arrangement comprises a plurality of
axially spaced apart barbed teeth and the forward most barbed
tooth is the forward segment of the barb arrangement.

Optionally, each barbed tooth comprises a circumferen-
tially extending gap formed therein and the gaps formed in the
barbed teeth form a path that extends from a location forward
of'the barb arrangement to a location rear of the barb arrange-
ment that is in communication with the outside environment.

In an embodiment there is also provided a method of cou-
pling a fitting assembly to a pipe comprising the steps of:
providing a fitting assembly that comprises a nipple and a
clamp, the nipple comprising a seal and a barb arrangement
that is located axially rearwardly to the seal and the clamp
having an axial extension that is sized to overlie the barb
arrangement and the seal, fitting a pipe with an open end
thereof facing axially rearwardly over the nipple, and tight-
ening the clamp to press the pipe against the barb arrangement
and the seal.

Optionally, the fitting comprises a stop located rear to the
barb arrangement and the pipe when being fitted over the
nipple can be urged rearwardly up to a terminal position
where its rear end is at the stop.

Optionally, the barb arrangement comprises a forward seg-
ment that engages the pipe and that forward segment has an
axial distance to the stop that is smaller than its axial distance
to the seal.

In addition to the exemplary aspects and embodiments
described above, further aspects and embodiments will
become apparent by reference to the figures and by study of
the following detailed descriptions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Exemplary embodiments are illustrated in referenced fig-
ures. [tis intended that the embodiments and figures disclosed
herein are to be considered illustrative, rather than restrictive.
The invention, however, both as to organization and method
of operation, together with objects, features, and advantages
thereof, may best be understood by reference to the following
detailed description when read with the accompanying fig-
ures, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a coupling including
two fitting assemblies in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention for attachment to open ends of two pipe sec-
tions, wherein all the parts of the fitting assembly on the right
are displayed with this fitting assembly being shown detached
from its pipe section;

FIG. 2 shows the fitting assembly on the right after its pipe
section has been urged onto a nipple of the fitting assembly;

FIG. 3 shows the fitting assembly on the right after a clamp
of the fitting assembly has been tightened onto the pipe sec-
tion;

FIG. 4A shows a side view of the fitting assembly with the
clamp being shown in a loose state and in cross section;

FIG. 4B shows the fitting assembly of FIG. 4 with the
clamp being tightened to a pipe section that is shown in cross
section; and

FIGS. 5A and 5B both show a section of FIG. 4B with the
pipe section being respectively shown fully and partially
positioned on the nipple.

It will be appreciated that for simplicity and clarity of
illustration, elements shown in the figures have not necessar-
ily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of some
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of'the elements may be exaggerated relative to other elements
for clarity. Further, where considered appropriate, reference
numerals may be repeated within the figures to indicate like
elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Attention is first drawn to FIGS. 1 to 3. A fitting assembly
10 in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion can be used in an irrigation system for attachment to an
open rear end 12 of a flexible pipe section 14, the arrow in
FIG. 1 pointing in the rear direction. The fitting assembly 10
can be used in various configurations of irrigation accessories
and in the example shown in these figures it is seen how two
such fitting assemblies 10 can be part of a coupling accessory
16 that connects two pipe sections 14 one to the other. The
term pipe section 14 when used herein refers to any length of
irrigation pipe that is typically used in an irrigation system
and to which it may be required to attach the fitting assembly
10.

The fitting assembly 10 on the right side of the coupling 16
in these figures is shown in various stages of attachment to its
associated pipe section 14. In an embodiment, the fitting
assembly 10 has a nipple 18 and a clamp 20. The nipple 18 is
formed about an axis X and surrounds an optional passage 22,
and the pipe section 14 can be urged with its open end 12
facing axially rearwardly to be fitted over the nipple 18 (FIG.
2). The fitting of the pipe section 14 onto the nipple 18 may be
formed for example by axially urging the nipple 18 forwardly
to fit into the open end 12 of the pipe section 14 to thereby
urge the pipe section 14 to be fitted with its open end 12 facing
axially rearwardly onto the nipple 18, or by urging the pipe
section 14 axially rearwardly with its open end 12 leading to
fit over the nipple 18, or by urging both the nipple 18 and the
pipe section 14 axially towards each other so that the pipe
section 14 is fitted onto the nipple 18 with its open end 12
facing axially rearwardly.

The clamp 20 may be loosely placed circumferentially
around a portion of the pipe section 14 that is fitted on the
nipple 18, and then tightened to press against that portion in
order to secure the pipe section 14 to the fitting assembly 10
(FIG. 3). It should be noted that directional terms appearing
throughout the specification and claims, e.g. “forward”,
“rear”, “up”, “down” etc., (and derivatives thereof) are for
illustrative purposes only, and are not intended to limit the
scope of the appended claims. In addition it is noted that the
directional terms “down”, “below” and “lower” (and deriva-
tives thereof) define identical directions.

Attention is drawn to FIGS. 4A and 4B. The nipple 18 of
the fitting assembly 10 has a forward head 24, a rear stop 26
and a neck portion 28 therebetween. The stop 26 generally
extends radially outward of the neck portion 28 along at least
a portion of the circumference of the neck portion 28 so that
it can arrest rearward progress of a pipe 14 being mounted on
the nipple 18. The head 24 has a truncated coned shape that
tapers forwardly from a peripheral rim 30 and the pipe 14
where it is fitted and seated over the rim 30 is flexed to form
a bulge 31 that can be seen or sensed by a person using the
fitting 10. The neck portion 28 is generally cylindrically
shaped and includes a raised peripheral seal 32 and a raised
peripheral barb arrangement 34 that is located rear to the seal
32. It is understood that in the embodiment shown, the barb
arrangement 34, the seal 32 and the rim 30 are integrally
formed to have one-piece unitary construction with the
remainder of the nipple 18, though in other embodiments one
or more of these may be separately formed and mounted on
the neck portion 28.
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In an embodiment, the barb arrangement 34 has a series of
adjacent parallel and axially spaced apart barbed teeth 36 that
extend peripherally about the axis X upon the outer periphery
of'the neck portion 28. Optionally, each barbed tooth 36 has at
least one gap 38 that is formed therealong as it extends cir-
cumferentially about the axis X and the gaps 38 are optionally
formed along the barbed teeth 36 at similar angular positions
so that they are aligned to form a straight path 40 in the axial
direction which is free of projecting barbed teeth 36 and
extends axially through the barb arrangement 34 along the
outer periphery of the neck portion 28. Further optionally, the
gaps 38 may be formed along the barbed teeth 36 at different
angular positions so as to form a “zigzagged” path 40 (not
shown) that passes through the barb arrangement 34.

Attention is specifically drawn to FIG. 4A. Along the axis
X of'the fitting assembly 10, the following distances between
elements of the fitting 10 may be defined. A forward segment
of the barb arrangement 34 that in this optional case is the
barbed tooth 36 that is most forward and closest to the seal 32
is located at an axial distance L1 from the stop 26 of the fitting
10, the seal 32 is located at an axial distance .2 from that
forward segment of the barb arrangement 34, the axial length
of'the neck portion 28 as measured between the rim 30 and the
stop 26 is Ln, and the axial size of the clamp 20 when oriented
in a position similar to when fitted to the nipple 18 is Lc.

In the fitting assembly 10 the barbed teeth 36 are adapted to
engage the inner face of the pipe section 14 in order to secure
the pipe section 14 thereto, and the seal 32 is adapted to
engage the inner face of the pipe section 14 in order to seal the
pipe section 14 where it is fitted over the nipple 18 against
egress of fluid from the pipe section 14 that may be present in
the pipe section 14 under pressure. To increase the engage-
ment between the nipple 18 and the inner face of the pipe
section 14 it is possible to loosely position the clamp 20 over
the pipe section 14 where it fits over the nipple 18 and then
tighten the clamp 20 around the pipe section 14 in order to
press the pipe section 14 against the nipple 18.

By way of an example, optionally L.c, Ln, .1 and .2 satisfy
the following relationships in order to ensure that the clamp
20, as it is tightened upon the pipe section 14 and nipple 18, is
located above the barbed teeth 36 and the seal 32. Le<Ln so
that the clamp 20 may be sized to fit within the axial dimen-
sion of the neck portion 28 of'the fitting 10, Lc>[.1+1.2 so that
the clamp 20 as it is aligned at its rear end at the stop 26 will
still bear against the seal 32 and the barbed teeth 36, and in
addition in an embodiment Lc is sized to overlie the seal 32
and barbed teeth 36 simultaneously when it is aligned at its
forward end to the rim 30 (or bulge 31). Attention is drawn to
FIGS. 5A and 5B. During use, the pipe section 14 where
secured to the fitting 10 may receive a cut 42 at its inner face
that is caused by the barbed teeth 36 that are adapted to
deform and/or “dig” in to the inner face of the pipe section 14
in order to grip the pipe section 14 securely to the fitting 10.
Such a cut 42 if exposed to fluid under pressure at a location
for example forward to the seal 32 may form a breach through
which fluid may seep into the wall of the pipe section 14 and
damage the pipe section 14 or may form a weak point in the
wall of the pipe section 14 that may fail when exposed for
example to fluid under pressure. In the case where the fluid
from the pipe section 14 manages to pass the seal 32 to a
position rear of the seal 32, the path 40 that is formed through
the barbed arrangement 34 serves as a passage through which
the fluid may escape to communicate with the outside envi-
ronment to thereby avoid build up of fluid pressure at a loca-
tion where such a potential cut 42 may exist.

Typically, the fitting assembly 10 enables “free” detach-
ment and re-attachment of a given pipe section 14 thereto as
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required, and a person attaching or re-attaching the pipe sec-
tion 14 to the fitting 10 by urging the pipe section 14 to fit over
the nipple 18 is expected to visibly see and ensure that at least
the forward segment of the barb arrangement 34 on the nipple
18 is covered by the pipe section 14 in order for the fitting
assembly 10 to function to both grasp and seal the connection
to the pipe section 14. This forward segment of the barb
arrangement 34 in the embodiments of the fitting assembly 10
that are discussed is optionally the barbed tooth 36 that is
closest to the seal 32.

Now, in order to make sure that such a cut 42 that is made
in the pipe section 14 does not “migrate” to a location forward
of'the seal 32, the inventors have examined the two “extreme”
positions that the pipe section 14 can be placed on the nipple
18 while still being at least partially grabbed by the barb
arrangement 34 and sealed by the seal 32. In the first
“extreme” position the pipe section 14 is fully placed on the
nipple 18 with its rear end at the stop 26 (FIG. 5A) and in the
second “extreme” position the pipe section 14 is partially
placed over the nipple 18 with its rear end just covering the
barbed tooth 36 closest to the seal 32 (FIG. 5B).

The examination of these two ‘extremities’ resulted in an
embodiment of a fitting 10 that is designed to have a distance
L1 that is smaller than the distance L2 in order to ensure that
such undesired “migration” of the cut 42 to a position forward
of the seal 32 is not possible under the assumption that the
person using the fitting 10 visibly ensures that at least one
barbed tooth 36 is covered by the pipe section 14.

In another embodiment (not shown), the nipple is double-
ended and comprises two oppositely facing nipple portions,
each nipple portion having a barb assembly, a seal and a rim,
the double-ended nipple having minor symmetry about a stop
which is shared by the nipple portions. In such case, the fitting
assembly comprises the double-ended nipple and two clamps
for connecting to two flexible pipes, one to each of the nipple
portions.

In the description and claims of the present application,
each of the verbs, “comprise” “include” and “have”, and
conjugates thereof, are used to indicate that the object or
objects of the verb are not necessarily a complete listing of
members, components, elements or parts of the subject or
subjects of the verb.

Although the present embodiments have been described to
a certain degree of particularity, it should be understood that
various alterations and modifications could be made without
departing from the scope of the invention as hereinafter
claimed.

What is claimed is:

1. A fitting assembly for attachment to a pipe having an
open rear end, the fitting assembly comprising a nipple and a
clamp,

the pipe being fitted with its open end facing axially rear-

wardly over the nipple,

the clamp being adapted to fit over the pipe where the pipe

fits over the nipple,

the nipple comprising a single seal and a barb arrangement,

the barb arrangement comprising a plurality of axially
spaced apart barbed teeth located rearward of the seal,
the forwardmost barbed tooth of the plurality of barbed
teeth being spaced from the seal;

the seal and the barb arrangement being adapted to contact

an inner face of the pipe, and

the clamp having an axial extension that is sized to overlie

the barb arrangement and the seal so that it can be tight-
ened to press the pipe against the barb arrangement and
the seal,

wherein the fitting assembly further comprises:
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a stop located rear to the barb arrangement, wherein
the pipe, when being fitted over the nipple, can be urged
rearwardly up to a terminal position where the pipe’s
rear end is at the stop, and
the axial extension of the clamp is sized to overlie the seal
and the barb arrangement, when the clamp is fitted to the
pipe and nipple with the clamp’s rear end at the stop, and

the nipple comprises a rim located forward of the seal;

the pipe, when fitted on the nipple, forms a bulge that can be
seen or sensed where the hose is seated on the rim; and

the axial extension of the clamp is also sized to overlie both
the seal and the barb arrangement, when the clamp is
fitted to the pipe and nipple with a forward end of the
clamp immediately rearward of the bulge.

2. The fitting assembly according to claim 1, wherein:

afirst axial distance L1 between the forwardmost tooth and

the stop is smaller than a second axial distance [.2
between the forwardmost tooth and the seal.

3. The fitting assembly according to claim 2, wherein:

each barbed tooth comprises circumferentially extending

gap formed therein; and

the gaps formed in the barbed teeth form a path that extends

from a location forward of the barb arrangement to a
location rear of the barb arrangement that is in commu-
nication with the outside environment.

4. The fitting assembly according to claim 1, wherein:

the clamp does not overlie any barb forward of the seal,

when the clamp is so fitted.

5. The fitting assembly according to claim 4, wherein:

the forwardmost barbed tooth of the plurality of barbed

teeth are spaced from the stop by a distance L1 and
spaced from the seal by a distance 1.2, .2 being greater
than L1.

6. The fitting assembly according to claim 1, where in the
nipple further comprises a head having a truncated cone shape
that tapers forwardly from the rim.

7. A method of coupling a fitting assembly to a pipe having
an open rear end, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a fitting assembly that comprises a nipple and a

clamp, the nipple comprising a single seal and a barb
arrangement, the barb arrangement comprising a plural-
ity of axially spaced apart barbed teeth located rearward
of the seal, the forwardmost barbed tooth of the plurality
of barbed teeth being spaced from the seal, and the
clamp having an axial extension that is sized to overlie
the barb arrangement and the seal, wherein a first axial
distance L1 from the forwardmost tooth to the stop is
smaller than a second axial distance L2 from the for-
wardmost tooth to the seal,

fitting a pipe with its open rear end facing axially rear-

wardly over the nipple, and

tightening the clamp to press the pipe against the barb

arrangement and the seal.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein:

the fitting comprises a stop located rear to the barb arrange-

ment; and

the method comprises urging the pipe rearwardly over the

nipple up to a terminal position where pipe’s rear end is
at the stop.

9. A fitting assembly for attachment to a pipe having an
open rear end, the fitting assembly comprising:

anipple having a forward head, a neck portion extending in

a rear direction relative to the forward head, a single
circumferentially extending seal and a barb arrangement
spaced apart from one another and formed on the neck
portion, the barb arrangement comprising a plurality of
axially spaced apart barbed teeth located rearward of the
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seal, the forwardmost barbed tooth of the plurality of
barbed teeth being spaced from the seal, the barb
arrangement being adapted to contact an inner face of'a
pipe; and

aclamp having a frontend, arear end and an axial length L¢
that is sized to overlie both the barb arrangement and the
seal simultaneously so that, when a pipe is fitted to the
nipple with the pipe’s open rear end facing axially rear-
wardly, the clamp can be tightened to press the pipe
against both the barb arrangement and the seal simulta-
neously,

wherein the nipple further comprises a rim located forward
of the seal and a stop located rearward of the barb
arrangement, and

afirst axial distance L1 between the forwardmost tooth and
the stop is smaller than a second axial distance [.2
between the forwardmost tooth and the seal.

10. The fitting assembly according to claim 9, wherein:

each barbed tooth comprises circumferentially extending
gap formed therein; and

the gaps formed in the barbed teeth form a path that extends
from a location forward of the barb arrangement to a
location rear of the barb arrangement.

11. The fitting assembly according to claim 9, wherein:

the nipple is double-ended and comprises two nipple por-
tions facing in opposite directions and having mirror
symmetry about the stop, each nipple portion compris-
ing a barb assembly, a seal and a rim which have unitary
one-piece construction with the nipple.
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12. The fitting assembly according claim 11, wherein:

each barbed tooth comprises circumferentially extending

gap formed therein; and

the gaps formed in the barbed teeth form a path that extends

from a location forward of the barb arrangement to a
location rear of the barb arrangement.

13. A fitting assembly for attachment to a pipe having an
open rear end, the fitting assembly comprising a nipple and a
clamp,

the pipe being fitted with its open end facing axially rear-

wardly over the nipple,

the clamp being adapted to fit over the pipe where the pipe

fits over the nipple,
the nipple comprising a seal, a barb arrangement and a stop
arranged in order from front to rear, the barb arrange-
ment comprising a plurality of axially spaced apart
barbed teeth located rearward of the seal, the forward-
most barbed tooth of the plurality of barbed teeth being
spaced from the stop by a distance [.1 and spaced from
the seal by a distance 1.2, [.2 being greater than [.1;

the seal and the barb arrangement being adapted to contact
an inner face of the pipe, and

the clamp having an axial extension that is sized to overlie

the barb arrangement and the seal so that it can be tight-
ened to press the pipe against the barb arrangement and
the seal.



